CHEAT
SHEETS

Planning & Preparation

Project Planning Basics

DIY Project Essentials Cheatsheet

Your go-to guide for planning, executing, and mastering various DIY projects. From essential tools and safety measures to project planning and basic
repairs, this cheat sheet provides a concise overview for both beginners and experienced DIY enthusiasts.

Essential Tools Checklist
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Define Project Scope: Clearly outline the project’s objectives and boundaries

to avoid scope creep.

Budgeting: Estimate all costs, including materials, tools, and potential

unexpected expenses. Add a contingency.

Measuring Tools:
Cutting Tools:
Fastening Tools:

Safety Gear:

Timeline: Create a realistic schedule with milestones. Consider the time

required for each task.

Permits & Regulations: Check local building codes and obtain necessary

Finishing Tools:

Miscellaneous:

permits before starting any structural or significant changes.

Research & Inspiration: Gather ideas from online sources, magazines, and

showrooms. Document your inspiration.

Skill Assessment: Evaluate your abilities and identify areas where you might

need assistance or training.

Basic Home Repairs

Plumbing Repairs

Electrical Repairs

Tape measure, level, square, protractor.

Hand saw, circular saw, utility knife, scissors.
Screwdrivers, drill, hammer, nail gun, staple gun.
Safety glasses, gloves, dust mask, ear protection.
Sandpaper, paintbrushes, rollers, putty knife.

Clamps, pliers, wrench, ladder, work light.

Wall & Ceiling Repairs

Leaky Faucet: Replace worn-out washers or O-
rings. Ensure proper sealing.

Clogged Drain: Use a plunger or drain snake.
Avoid chemical drain cleaners if possible.

Running Toilet: Adjust the float or replace the
flapper. Check the fill valve.

Low Water Pressure: Check for sediment buildup
in aerators. Inspect shut-off valves.

Frozen Pipes: Thaw gradually with a hairdryer or
warm water. Prevent by insulating pipes.

Safety First

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Tripped Circuit Breaker: Reset the breaker.
Unplug overloaded circuits.

Flickering Lights: Check the bulb. Inspect wiring
connections. Call an electrician if needed.

Faulty Outlet: Replace the outlet. Ensure proper
grounding.

Loose Wiring: Tighten connections. Use wire nuts
to secure joints.

No Power: Check the main circuit breaker. Call an
electrician for major issues.

Safe Tool Handling

Small Holes:  Use spackle or drywall
compound. Sand smooth and
paint.

Large Holes:  Patch with drywall. Use mesh
tape for reinforcement.

Cracks: Widen the crack. Apply joint

compound and tape.

Water Stains:  Identify and fix the leak. Prime

and paint the stained area.

Loose
Wallpaper:

Reapply adhesive. Smooth out
any bubbles or wrinkles.

Emergency Preparedness

Eye Protection: Safety glasses or goggles
protect against flying debris and chemicals.

Hand Protection: Gloves prevent cuts, abrasions,
and chemical exposure.

Respiratory Protection: Dust masks or respirators
protect against dust, fumes, and vapors.

Hearing Protection: Earplugs or earmuffs reduce
noise exposure from power tools.

Foot Protection: Steel-toed boots protect
against impacts and punctures.
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Power Read and understand the manual.

Tools: Use proper guards and safety
switches.

Hand Tools:  Use the right tool for the job. Keep
tools sharp and in good condition.

Electrical Disconnect power before working

Safety: on electrical components. Use
insulated tools.

Ladder Set up on a stable surface.

Safety: Maintain three points of contact.
Don't overreach.

Chemical Read and follow the manufacturer's

Safety: instructions. Use proper

ventilation.

First Aid Kit: Keep a well-stocked first aid kit on
hand for minor injuries.

Emergency Contact Information: Have
emergency phone numbers readily available.

Fire Safety: Keep a fire extinguisher nearby. Know
evacuation routes.

Proper Ventilation: Ensure adequate ventilation
to prevent inhalation of harmful substances.
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Finishing Touches & Maintenance

Painting & Finishing

Project Documentation

Regular Maintenance

Surface Preparation: Clean, sand, and prime
surfaces for optimal paint adhesion.

Paint Application: Use proper techniques for
smooth and even coverage.

Sealing & Protecting: Apply sealants and finishes
to protect surfaces from moisture and wear.

Clean Up: Dispose of waste properly and clean
tools immediately after use.
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Take Document the project before,
Photos: during, and after completion.
Keep Maintain receipts, invoices, and
Records: warranties for future reference.
Write Record any challenges, solutions,
Notes: and lessons learned during the
project.
Create a For complex projects, compile a
Manual: user manual for maintenance and

troubleshooting.

Inspect Regularly: Check for signs of wear,
damage, or deterioration.

Clean & Repair: Address minor issues promptly to
prevent them from escalating.

Update Documentation: Keep project records
and manuals up to date.

Plan Future Projects: Identify areas for
improvement and future DIY endeavors.

https://cheatsheetshero.com


https://cheatsheetshero.com/

