CHEAT
SHEETS

Greek Language Basics Cheatsheet

Alphabet and Pronunciation

A concise reference for essential Greek vocabulary, grammar, and phrases to help you start learning Greek.

The Greek Alphabet Pronunciation Notes
Aa Alpha - a (as in father) ry:
BB Beta - v (as in vine) - Beforeg, I, n,,ai, el o pronounced like 'y’ in ‘yes'.
« Otherwise: pronounced like ‘gh’ (similar to the French 'r').
ry Gamma - gh/y (before e, i)
AD Delta - th (as in this) A3
Ee Epsilon - e (as in bed) « Always pronounced like ‘th"in ‘this’.
ZC Zeta - z (as in zoo) 06
Hn Eta - ee (as in feet) « Always pronounced like ‘th’ in ‘thin’.
[OX¢] Theta - th (as in thin)

Basic Vocabulary

Greetings

Combinations:
o um (mp) is pronounced ‘b’
« vt (nt)is pronounced ‘d’
« yy/yk (gg/gk) is pronounced ‘'ng’
« 10 (ts) is pronounced ‘ts’

« 1 (tz) is pronounced ‘dz’

Common Phrases

r'eia oog (Yia sas) Hello (formal/plural)

ela oou (Yia sou) Hello (informal/singular)
KoAnuépa (Kalimera) Good morning/Good day
KoA6 peonuépt (Kalo mesimeri) Good afternoon
KoAloTépa (Kalispera) Good evening
KoAnvoxta (Kalinihta) Good night

Avrtio (Adio) Goodbye

Basic Grammar

Nouns and Genders

Tikavelg; (Ti kanis?) How are you? (informal)

Ti kavete; (Ti kanete?) How are you? (formal/plural)
Eipai kahd (Ime kala) I'm fine
Euxoplot (Efharisto) Thank you
MapakoA (Parakalo) You're welcome/Please
Suyyvoun (Signomi) Excuse me/Sorry

Aev katoAoBaivw (Den katalavaino) | don't understand

Basic Verb: Eipai (1 am)

Greek nouns have three genders: masculine, feminine, and neuter. The
gender of a noun affects its article and adjective agreement.
« Masculine: usually ends in -0¢, -ng, -0¢

* Feminine: usually ends in -a, -n

» Neuter: usually ends in -0, -1, -ov

Articles:
« Masculine: o (o)

«  Feminine: n (i)

« Neuter: 10 (to)

Examples:
« 0 G&vdpag (o andras) - the man (masculine)

« nyvvaika (i gineka) - the woman (feminine)

« 10 Taudi (to pedi) - the child (neuter)
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The verb ejuar (ime) means ‘to be'. Here's its conjugation in the present tense:
«  Eyo gipat (Ego imai) - | am
« Eo0 gioai (Esiise) - You are (informal)
o AuTOC/AUTH/AUTO sival (Aftos/Afti/Afto ine) - He/She/lt is
o Epeic sipaote (Emeis imaste) - We are
« Eoteiq eiote (Eseis iste) - You are (formal/plural)
«  AUTOI/AUTEG/AUTA gival (Afti/Aftes/Afta ine) - They are
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Essential Phrases and Questions

Asking Questions

Useful Phrases

Nnag; (Pos?)
Ti; (Ti?)

Mov; (Pou?)
note; (Pote?)
roi; (Giati?)
Mooo; (Poso?)

Molog/Mota/Molo; (Poios/Poia/Poio?)
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How?

What?

Where?

When?

Why?

How much/many?

Who/Which?

Mihate ayyAika; (Milate anglika?)

MiAdw Alya eAAnvikd (Milao liga ellinika)
Maaoo kavel; (Poso kani?)

MoV givai n TovoA£ta; (Pou ine i toualeta?)
Bori@eia! (Boithia!)

Aev EEpw (Den ksero)

KatohaBaivw (Katalavaino)

Do you speak English?

| speak a little Greek
How much does it cost?
Where is the toilet?
Help!

| don't know

| understand
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